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The Calling of Matthew

°As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the
tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and
followed him.

wWhile Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and
sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. "When the Pharisees saw

this, they asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors
and sinners?”

20n hearing this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but
the sick. »But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not
sacrifice.’m For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”
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Jesus Raises a Dead Girl and Heals a Sick Woman

®While he was saying this, a synagogue leader came and knelt before
him and said, "My daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on
her, and she will live.” *Jesus got up and went with him, and so did his
disciples.

»Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years
came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak. > She said to herself,
“If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.”

2Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” he said, “your faith has
healed you.” And the woman was healed at that moment.

=2When Jesus entered the synagogue leader’s house and saw the noisy crowd
and people playing pipes, *he said, “"Go away. The girl is not dead but
asleep.” But they laughed at him.  After the crowd had been put outside, he
went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up.sNews of this spread
through all that region.
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Jesus Sends Out the Twelve

10 3esus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive
out impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.

2These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called
Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother
John; *Philip and Bartholomew: Thomas and Matthew the tax collector;
James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; ¢+Simon the Zealot and Judas
Iscariot, who betrayed him.

sThese twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go
among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. ¢Go rather to the
lost sheep of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of
heaven has come near.’ eHeal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who
have leprosy,= drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.

**Do not get any gold or silver or copper to take with you in your belts—®*no
bag for the journey or extra shirt or sandals or a staff, for the worker is
worth his keep. "Whatever town or village you enter, search there for some
worthy person and stay at their house until you leave.”2As you enter the
home, give it your greeting. #If the home is deserving, let your peace rest
on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. #If anyone will not welcome
you or listen to your words, leave that home or town and shake the dust off
your feet. »Truly I tell you, it will be more bearable for Sodom and
Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town.
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Jesus Sends Out the Twelve

10 Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure
spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.

2These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his
brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; *Philip and Bartholomew;
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; ¢+Simon
the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

sThese twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the
Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. ¢Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7As
you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.” ¢Heal the sick,
raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy,t drive out demons. Freely you have
received; freely give.

*“*Do not get any gold or silver or copper to take with you in your belts—*no bag for the
journey or extra shirt or sandals or a staff, for the worker is worth his keep. " Whatever
town or village you enter, search there for some worthy person and stay at their house
until you leave.”As you enter the home, give it your greeting. =If the home is deserving,
let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. #If anyone will not
welcome you or listen to your words, leave that home or town and shake the dust off
your feet. = Truly I tell you, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day
of judgmentthan for that town.
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The Parable of the Sower

13 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake.zSuch large crowds

gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on
the shore. :Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to
sow his seed. *As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds
came and ate it up. sSome fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. ¢But when the sun came up, the plants
were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7Other seed fell among
thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. #Still other seed fell on good soil, where it
produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. *Whoever has ears,
let them hear.”
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Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

sWhen Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary
place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. “When Jesus
landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.

5 As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place,
and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and
buy themselves some food.”

16 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.”
7“We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered.

#“Bring them here to me,” he said. *And he directed the people to sit down on the
grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks
and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them
to the people. ®»They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve
basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. 2 The number of those who ate was
about five thousand men, besides women and children.
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